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Karnad examines Indian nuclear policy, doctrine, strategy and posture, clarifying the
elastic concept of 'credible minimum deterrence' at the center of the country's
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approach to nuclear security. This concept, Karnad demonstrates, permits the Indian
nuclear forces to be beefed up, size and quality-wise, and to acquire strategic reach
and clout, even as the qualifier 'minimum’ suggests an overarchmg concern for
moderation and economical use of resources, and strengthens India's claims to be a
‘responsible’ nuclear weapon state.
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