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Worship has always been affected by its surrounding culture. This book examines the
changing perspectives in and discussions on worship styles and practices from the
Restoration to the death of Wesley, in England and Scotland. Moving beyond the text,
Spinks grounds the discussion within the changing cultural and intellectual framework
of the period referred to as the Enlightenment. The focus is the end of the early
modern period, when already the upheaval of the English Civil War, the methods of the
Cambridge Platonists, and the thinking of Descartes and Spinoza were making the
period one of transition and Newtonian thought and the thought of John Locke
impacted theological thought and worship forms.It is against this framework that the
worship in England and Scotland will be described and assessed. As well as published
and unpublished liturgical documents, this book draws on contemporary accounts
and descriptions of worship, catechisms, sermons and theological works, and
contemporary diaries. Musical and architectural changes are also noted, particularly
the late seventeenth century hymns of Richard Davies of Rothwell, Joseph Stennett
and Benjamin Keach.This book places worship in the society which it served, and from
which changes sprang, exploring the interaction of cultural thought and worship and
drawing parallels between the Enlightenment period and problems of late modernity
and the worship wars of the late twentieth century.
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