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The Waste Market undertakes the interesting task of examining the creative ways in
which a handful of European countries, namely Belgium, the Netherlands, Norway,
Spain, and Sweden, have managed their waste collection market. For instance, the
Netherlands experimented a lot with competition and different types of ownership. It
shows that competition is more important than ownership. The use of public firms,
exceptional in other European countries, seems to be a powerful instrument to
enhance competition. The lack of these firms might explain why private production is
not always cheaper than own collection by municipalities in Sweden. Instead of public
firms, cooperation is much more used in Spain and Norway to exploit economies of
scale.Thisinsightful work also discusses variable char%ng that motivates customers to
reduce waste. Different forms of variable charging are becoming more widespread in
Be(l?ium and the Netherlands and are very effective in reducing the amount of waste
and help motivate customers to recycle their waste better. In the Netherlands different
systems based on weight, bag, volume or frequency are used, which differ in
effectiveness and implementation costs. The Flemish experience shows that variable
charging can be even more effective, if it is combined with other policy instruments.
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