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This reference explores the development and influence of sports in American culture,
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as well as how sports icons, commercial enterprises, organizations, sporting events,
and even fan culture have changed, from the foot races of colonial times to the
extreme sports of today. Each chapter focuses on key aspects of sports in American
culture, including such topics as: Ethnicity, Gender and Sports; Economics - including
salaries in professional sports, and big paydays for college competition; Popular Team
Sports and Sports for Individuals; Sports and the News Media; The Olympics; and,
Wartime America and Sports. The book contains sidebars on the movers and shakers,
key sporting trends, and controversies, as well as a timeline of important events,
numerous photographs, and a bibliography of print and electronic sources.
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