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Japan has emerged as a major world player following its defeat in World War 1. After
recovering from the war, lifting itself onto the stage of the late 20th century world, and
jettisoning its cheap, bizarre %oods, Japan began to extend its influence into the wider
world. The impact was first felt in the economic arena. Japan's production and
marketing of high quality products allowed it to gain an important foothold in the
world's econom% Japanese products became increasingly recognized for their high
quality and reliability, and Japan became dominant in several major technological
flelds. Japan is a mix of the old and the modern. This book will attempt to introduce
the successes and failures of postwar Japan to its readers. Historical Dictionary of
Postwar Japan covers the most important aspects of Japan from 1945 through the
present. While it emphasizes Japan's politics and its economy, it also has many entries
on foreign relations, social issues, and the arts. This is done through a chronology, an
introductory essay, an extensive bibliography, and over 500 cross-referenced dictionary
entries on important people, organizations, activities, and events. This book is an
excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more
about postwar Japan.
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