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The Starfall Learn to Read Phonics Puzzle Set contains five jigsaw puzzles. Each puzzle
focuses on a short-vowel sound by displaying words in "tags" attached to various
objects. Instructions for educational extension activities are included. 24-piece. Heavy
duty. Large size (10"x13"). Includes the 5 puzzles below: Short-a "Apple Land" (hat, mat,
cat, rat ...) Short-e "Elephant Play" (hen, ten, pen ...) Short-i "Big Circus" (pig, wig, pin,
spin ...) Short-o "Octopus Pond" (top, hop, fox, box ...) Short-u "Junk Yard" (rug, jug, bug
...) All puzzles are color-coded on the back, so the pieces don't get mixed-up. Starfall
products are designed for the emergent reader. They are based in part on research by
the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development about how children
learn to read. According to a summary of research authored by G. Reid Lyon, Ph.D of
the National Institute of Health and Edward J. Kameenui, Ph.D of the University of
Oregon, the instruction of youngsters who have a difficult time learning to read should:
Teach phonemic awareness (e.g. tell me the sounds in the word "sat") at an early age
(kindergarten); Teach the common sound-spelling relationships in words; Teach
children how to say the sounds in the words; Use text that is composed of words that
use sound-spelling correspondences that children have learned; Use interesting stories
to develop vocabulary and language comprehension; and The most effective
classroom method for early reading instruction involves a combination of explicit
instruction in word recognition skills and reading comprehension strategies with
opportunities to apply and practice these skills in literature
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