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Like all of V. S. Naipaul's "travel" books, The Masque of Africa encompasses a much
larger narrative and purpose: to judge the effects of belief (in indigenous animisms, the
foreign religions of Christianity and Islam, the cults of leaders and mythical history)
upon the progress of civilization.

from V.S.Naipaul:

For my travel books | travel on a theme. And the theme of The Masque of Africa is
African belief. I begin in Uganda, at the center of the continent, do Ghana and Nigeria,
the lvory Coast and Gabon, and end at the bottom of the continent, in South Africa. My
theme is belief, not political or economical life; and yet at the bottom of the continent
the political realities are so overwhelming that they have to be taken into account.

Perhaps an unspoken aspect of my inquiry was the possibility of the subversion of old
Africa by the ways of the outside world. The theme held untill got to the South, when
the clash of the two ways of thinking and believing became far too one-sided. The
skyscrapers of Johannesburg didn't rest on sand. The older world of magic felt fragile,
bult at the same time had an enduring quality. You felt that they would survive any
calamity.

| had expected that over the %reat size of Africa the practices of magic would
significantly vary. But they didn't. The diviners everywhere wanted to "throw the
bones," to read the future and the idea of "ener%y” remained a constant, to be tapped
into by the ritual sacrifice of body parts. In South Africa body parts, mainly of animals,
but also of men and women, made a mixture of "battle medicine." To witness this, to
be given some idea of its power, was to be taken far back to the beginning of things.

To reach that beginning was the purpose of my book.

TEENA:

SirVidiadhar Surajprasad Naipaul Kt. TC (born 17 August 1932, in Chaguanas, Trinidad
and Tobago), commonly known as V. S. Naipaul, is a British novelist and essayist of
Indo-Trinidadian descent. He is widely considered to be one of the masters of modern
English prose. He has been awarded numerous literary prizes including the John
Llewellyn Rhys Prize (1958), the Somerset Maugham Award (1960), the Hawthornden
Prize (1964), the W. H. Smith Literary Award (1968), the Booker Prize (1971), and the
David Cohen Prize for a lifetime's achievement in British Literature (1993). V. S. Naipaul
was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2001, the centenary year of the award.

In 2008, The Times ranked Naipaul seventh on their list of "The 50 greatest British
writers since 1945",
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The bush was almost barren of wild life, but these people were man §|n*g to squeeze
out the last remnants, while their fertile land remained largely unuse Thevillages
seemed to lie just outside forested areas. The land was alvvays choked with...
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