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Theidea of a Sm%le divine being - God, Yahweh, Allah - has existed for over 4,000 years.
But the history of God is also the history of human struggle. While Judaism, Islam and
Christianity proclaim the goodness of God, organised religion has too often been the
catalyst for violence and ineradicable prejudice. In this fascinating, extensive and
original account of the evolution of belief, Karen Armstrong examines Western society's
unerring fidelity to this idea of One God and the many conflicting convictions it
engenders. A controversial, extraordinary story of worship and war, "A History of God"
confronts the most fundamental fact - or fiction - of our lives.
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Over 700,000 copies of the original hardcover and paperback editions of this stunningly
popular book have been sold. Karen Armstrong's superbly readable exploration of how
the three dominant monotheistic religions of the world—Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam—have shaped and altered the conception of God is a tour de force. One of
Britain's foremost commentators on religious affairs, Armstrong traces the history of
how men and women have perceived and experienced God, from the time of Abraham
to the Fresent From classical philosophy and medieval mysticism to the Reformation,
the Enlightenment, and the modern age of skepticism, Armstrong performs the near
miracle of distilling the intellectual history of monotheism into one compelling volume.
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