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A brilliant new contribution to Kundera's ongoing reflections on art and artists, written
with unparalleled insight, authority, and range of reference and allusion Milan
Kundera's new collection of essays is a passionate defense of art in an era that, he
argues, no longer values art or beauty. With the same dazzling mix of emotion and idea
that characterizes his novels, Kundera revisits the artists who remain important to him
and whose works help us better understand the world we live in and what it means to
befnnnanJAnasumereaderofﬁcﬂon,KundemabﬂngsfﬂseanorquwycﬂUca\gﬁsto
bear on the paintings of Francis Bacon, the music of Leos Janacek, and the films of
Federico Fellini, as well as the novels of Philip Roth, Fyodor Dostoyevsky, and Gabriel
Garcla MArquez, among others. He also takes up the challenge of restoring to its
H%hﬁulpbcethewmwkofAnaUﬂeF%anceand(lwmohmﬂa arte, major writers who have
fallen into obscurity. Milan Kundera's signature themes of memory and forgetting, the
experience of exile, and the championing of modernist art are here, along with more
personal reflections and stories. Encounter is a work of great humanism. Art is what we
possess in the face of evil and the darker side of human nature. Elegant, startlingly
oﬂ%nwaLarmjprovocaﬂve,EncounterﬂJHowsinthefootﬁepscﬁPQJndeﬁ¥5earﬁeressay
collections, The Art of the Novel , Testaments Betrayed , and The Curtain
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