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DELUSION AND DREAM In a circle of men who take it for granted that the basic riddle of
the dream has been solved by the efforts of the present writer,1 curiosity was aroused
one day concerning those dreams which have never been dreamed, those created by
authors, and attributed to fictitious characters in their productions. The proposal to
submit this kind of dream to investigation might appear idle and strange; but from one
view-point it could be considered justifiable. [tis, to be sure, not at all generally
believed that the dreamer dreams something senseful and significant. Science and the
majority of educated people smile when one offers them the task of interpreting
dreams. Onlyfpeople still clinging to superstition, who give continuity, thereby, to the
convictions of the ancients, will not refrain from interpreting dreams, and the writer of
"Traumdeutung" has dared, a%ainst the protests of orthodox science, to take sides with
the 1 Freud: Traumdeutung, 1900. (Leipzig and Wien, 1911) translated by A. A. Brill,
M.D., Ph.B. Interpretation of Dreams, N. Y, 1913. ancients and superstitious. He is, of
course, far from accepting in dreams a prevision of the future, for the disclosure of
which man has, from time immemorial, striven vainly. He could not, however,
completely reject the connections of dreams with the future, for, after completing
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some arduous analysis, the dreams seemed to him to represent the fulfilment of a wish
of the dreamer; and who could dispute that wishes arepreponderantly concerned with
the future? | have just said that the dream is a fulfilled wish. Whoever is not afraid to toil
through a difficult book, whoever does not demand that a comFb‘cated problem be
ir?mcerely and untruthfully presented to him as easy and simple, to save his own
effort, ...

BB

"Freud's long essay, an analysis of the German novelist Wilhelm Jensen's story Gradiva,
is his first work to deal explicitly and systematically with literature and aesthetics,
although he had commented at some length on Oedipus Rex and Hamlet in The
Interpretation of Dreams (1900). In asserting that dreams have meaning,
psychoanalysts are aligned with the ancients, a 'superstitious' public and creative
writers. Through the close analysis of a story that Jensen termed a 'Pompeiian
phantasy', Freud considers 'the class of dreams that have never been dreamt at
all--dreams created by imaginative writers and ascribed to invented characters in the
course of a story."
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Moon river, day dreamer. Two drifters off to see the world. a lovely fancy story. Easter
Day, Summer 2010.
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