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A dancing-party was the alternative; but this, while avoiding the foregoing objection on
the score of good drink, had a counterbalancing disadvantage in the matter of good
victuals, the ravenous appetites engendered by the exercise causing immense havoc in
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the buttery. Shepherdess Fennel fell back upon the intermediate plan of mingling short
dances with short periods of talk and singing, so as to hinder any ungovernable ra%e in
either. But this scheme was entirely confined to her own gentle mind: the shepher
himself was in the mood to exhibit the most reckless phases of hospitality.
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