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For a quarter century, more than a million readers—scribes and scribblers of all ages
and abilities—have been inspired by Anne Lamott’ s hilarious, big-hearted, homespun
advice. Advice that begins with the simple words of wisdom passed down from

Anne’ s father—also a writer—in the iconic passage that gives the book its title:

“Thirty years ago my older brother, who was ten years old at the time, was trying to
%et a report on birds written that he’ d had three months to write. It was due the next
ay. We were out at our family cabin in Bolinas, and he was at the kitchen table close

to tears, surrounded by binder paper and pencils and unopened books on birds,
immobilized by the hugeness of the task ahead. Then my father sat down beside him,
pubt hdisbarkr)n %round my brother’ s shoulder, and said, ‘Bird by bird, buddy. Just take
it bird by bird.” ”

An essential volume for generations of writers young and old, Bird by Bird is a modern
classic. This twenty-fifth anniversary edition will continue to spark creative minds for
years to come.

TEENA:

Anne Lamott is the New York Times bestselling author of Help, Thanks, Wow; Small
Victories; Stitches; Some Assembly Required; Grace (Eventually); Plan B; Traveling
Mercies; Bird by Bird; Operating Instructions, and the forthcoming Hallelujah Anyway.
She is also the author of several novels, including Imperfect Birds and Rosie. A past
recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship and an inductee to the California Hall of Fame,
she lives in Northern California.
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"Writing a novel is like driving a car at night. You can see only as far as your headlights,
but you can make the whole trip that way.
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Being a writer is not about crossing it off the Bucket List or getting published. Itis
ultimately about "how alive we are willing to be?" Brilliant. Finished on 2015/06/12

sometimes it came off as trying too hard to be funny but mostly interesting and honest.
would love to read something from Anne Lamott
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In Part One, Lamott addresses the daunting task of beginning to write. She talks about
how writers should strive to write at the same time every day and urges them to give
themselves short, discrete assignments rather than long, complicated ones. She keeps

BEZBROE? FMMiIF . E.LDoctorow once said that “writing a novel is like driving a
caraﬁrﬂght\thcanseecwﬂyasfarasyourheadhght&lautyoucanrnakethe\thﬂe
trip that way.”
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