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Purchase of this book includes free trial access to www.million-books.com where you
can read more than a million books for free. This is an OCR edition with typos. Excerpt
from book: "RICHARD II." I HAVE stated that the transitional link between the epic poem
and the drama is the historic drama; that in the epic poem a pre- announced fate
gradually adjusts and employs the will and the events as its instruments, whilst the
drama, on the other hand, places fate and will in opposition to each other, and is then
most perfect, when the victory of fate is obtained in consequence of imperfections in
the opposing will, so as to leave a final impression that the fate itself is but a higher and
a more intelligent will. From the length of the speeches, and the circumstance that,
with one exception, the events are all historical, and presented in their results, not
produced by acts seen by, or taking place before, the audience, this tragedy is ill suited
to our present large theatres. But in itself, and for the closet, I feel no hesitation in
placing it as the first and most admirable of all Shakespeare's purely historical plays.
For the two parts of Henry IV. form a species of themselves, which may be named the
mixed drama. The distinction does not depend on the mere quantity of historical
events in the play compared with the fictions; for there is as much history in Macbeth
as in Richard, but in the relation of the history to the plot. In the purely historical plays,
the history forms the plot; in the mixed, it directs it; in the rest, as Macbeth, Hamkt,
Cymbeline, Lear, it subserves it. But, (4 however unsuited to the stage this drama may
be, God forbid that even there it should fall dead on the hearts of jacobinised
Englishmen Then, indeed, we might say?prceteriit gloria mundi For the spirit of
patriotic reminiscence is the all- permeating soul of this noble work. It is, perhaps, the
most purely historical of Shakespeare's dramas. There are not in it, as in...
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