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Becoming the Buddha is the first book-length study of a key ritual of Buddhist practice
in Asia: the consecration of a Buddha image or "new Buddha," a ceremony by which
the Buddha becomes present or alive. Through a richly detailed, accessible exploration
of this ritual in northern Thailand, an exploration that stands apart from standard
text-based or anthropological approaches, Donald Swearer makes a major
contribution to our understanding of the Buddha image, its role in Buddhist devotional
life, and its relationship to the veneration of Buddha relics. Blending ethnography,
analysis, and Buddhist texts related to this mimetic reenactment of the night of the
Buddha's enlightenment, he demonstrates that the image becomes the Buddha's
surrogate by being invested with the Buddha's story and charged with the
extraordinary power of Buddhahood. The process by which this transformation occurs
through chant, sermon, meditation, and the presence of charismatic monks is at the
heart of this book,

Known as "opening the eyes of the Buddha," image consecration traditions throughout
Buddhist Asia share much in common. Within the cultural context of northern
Thailand, Becoming the Buddha illuminates scriptural accounts of the making of the
first Buddha imadge; looks at debates over the ritual's historical origin, at Buddhological
insights achieved, and at the hermeneutics of absence and presence; and provides a
thematic comparison of several Buddhist traditions.

TEEZNA:
H=x:

Becoming the Buddha TEiEEEEL

(GEILY )&

(S

ANEF

ENEARICHE S


http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

AR

EEEER R

it

TFEEILRLE AU, B - EAEifmSHnth=m Az, BEEERE; HikGo
mbrichBIHTE =+, EITRNEFERRZERE P51 MrelichUxA& £

%Fﬁ%ﬁf%ﬂ?ﬁ%iﬁZ% (MU FTERAZ R ERE) o AL ZRIERIcon
secration

ritual (VEHEFRSE IR T, BRKL FEAPBER 7T REERECAEE. BT
RABIERIY Lo

Becoming the Buddha TFEiEEEE1

1F

‘AT, RERENEH, NMERRERHIFICEIR. SENEEE, TB5|E
RZRAR H7AB0575. | A Danger of Interpretation The central purpose of Buddha
image consecration ritual isto~ “actualize the presence of the Buddha” . Before
addressing the mo...
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