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Purchase of this book includes free trial access to www.million-books.com where you
can read more than a million books for free. This is an OCR edition with typos. Excerpt
from book: J The few who had recovered from the pestilence were, among the rest of
the population, indeed like a privileged class. A great proportion of the others
languished or died; and those who had been hitherto untouched by the contagion
lived in constant apprehension of it. They walked cautiously and warily about, with
measured steps, gloomy looks, and haste at once and hesitation: for everything might
be a weapon against them to inflict a mortal wound. These, on the contrary, almost
certain of safety (for to have the plague twice was rather a prodigious than a rare
instance), went about in the midst of the contagion, freely and boldly, like the knights
during one part of the middle ages; who, encased in steel, wherever steel might be, and
mounted on chargers, themselves defended as impenetrably as possible, went
rambling about at hazard (whence their glorious denomination of knights-errant),
among a poor pedestrian herd of burghers and villagers, who, to repel and ward off
their blows, had nothing on them but rags. Beautiful, sapient, and useful profession a
profession fit to make the first figure in a treatise on political economy With such
security, tempered, however, by the anxiety with which our readers are acquainted,
and by the frequent spectacle and perpetual contemplation of the universal calamity,
Renzo pursued his homeward way, under a beautiful sky and through a beautiful
country, but meeting nothing, after passing wide tracts of most mournful solitude, but
some wandering shadow rather than a living being, or corpses carried to the grave, un-
honoured by funeral rites, unaccompanied by the funeral dirge. About noon he
stopped in a little wood, to eat a mouthful of bread and meat which he had brought
with him. Of fruit, he had only too much at his command the whole...
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