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This final volume (save for the Index) in Liberty Fund's "The Collected Works of James
M Buchanan" acquaints us most intimately with the man himself. Included are essays
and short pieces that shed light on Buchanan's view of the world. Ranging from
personal reflections on the art and science of economics, to restatements of his central
themes and reminiscences of his encounters and collaborations with other great
thinkers, this volume presents James Buchanan as a multidimensional human being,
not just as a great economic and political thinker.The thirty-three pieces collected in
"ldeas, Persons and Events" are grouped into these categories: autobiographical and
personal reflections; reflections on fellow political economists; political economy in
the post-socialist century; reform without romance. As Hartmut Kliemt states in his
foreword, "The personal and the theoretical are often inseparably intertwined in the
essays of this volume...As a case in point, consider James Buchanan's account of his
relationship to Frank Knight. This account not only sheds some interesting light on the
personal element in the development of science, it also offers some new perspectives
on the conceﬁt of the 'relatively absolute absolutes', which has been so central to
Buchanan's thinking in general.”
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