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Gilbert Keith Chesterton (1874-1936) was an influential English writer of the early 20th
century. His prolific and diverse output included journalism, philosophy, poetry,
biography, Christian apologetics, fantasy, and detective fiction. Chesterton has been
called the "prince of paradox." He wrote in an off-hand, whimsical prose studded with
startling formulations. He is one of the few Christian thinkers who are equally admired
and quoted by both liberal and conservative Christians, and indeed by many
non-Christians. And in his own words he cast aspersions on the labels saying, "The
whole modern world has divided itself into Conservatives and Progressives. The
business of Progressives is to go on making mistakes. The business of the
Conservatives is to prevent the mistakes from being corrected." Chesterton wrote
many books among which are: All Things Considered (1908), Alarms and Discursions
(1910), The Ballad of the White Horse (1911), The Appetite of Tyranny (1915), The
Everlas(tirg9 I\/)Ian (1925), The Secret of Father Brown 8927) and The Scandal of Father
Brown (1935).
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