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This detailed commentary presents the gospel of matthew as a counter-narrative,
showing that it is a work of resistance written from and for a minority community of
disciples committed to Jesus, the agent of God's saving presence. It was written and
functions to shape the identity and lifestyle of the early community of jesus' followers
as an alternative community that can resist the dominant authorities both in rome and
in the synagogue. The Gospel anticpates the time when Jesus will return and establish
God's reign over all, including the powers in Rome.
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