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The end of the Cold War has opened up the arena for increased attention to other lines
of conflict, both in Europe and globally. Environmental disruption - by no means a new
phenomenon - is a chief beneficiary of the shift in priorities in the public debate. The
Scientific and Environmental Affairs Division of NATO has moved with the times and
has defined environmental security as one of the priority areas for its cooperation with
Central and Eastern Europe and countries of the former Soviet Union. Research on
these issues is now thus very much a collaborative effort across former lines of division
in Europe. The Introduction by Sverre Stub sets the tone: Our Future - Common, or
None at All. The book reveals the very real risks associated with environmental
degradation, whether of the land, waters or the oceans, and charts out previous
disputes and points to the very real danger of violent conflict associated with the
drying up of natural resources. The book ends with a section on Responses, which
seeks to provide answers to the threats discussed in the preceding sections.
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