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This new collection from the noted Irish writer Bernard MacLaverty examines worlds in
collision, relationships fragmenting, innocence coming face to face with real life and
real death. A Catholic schoolboy playing football has a theological debate with a
Protestant policeman; a chess game in Spain is a catalyst for grief and redemption; in
the haunting title story a Belfast man out walking his dog is kidnapped at gunpoint. It is
only once we enter the world of the stories that we begin to make out the huge shapes
that move there: loss, love, disappointment, fierce joy.
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