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Making the Difference is the first book ever to examine the category of gender as it has
been and is now understood in the social sciences and its pertinence for religion and
theology.One of the most significant phenomena within Western Christianity over the
last generation has been the emergence of feminism and feminist theology. They are
sparked by such issues as inclusive language, understandings of God, ordination of
women, patriarchal patterns reflected in Christian traditions, and the role of women's
experience in religion. Yet, in confronting all these concerns, feminist reflections return
inexorably to the debate over the meaning and significant of gender, gender difference,
and the social construction of gender.Increasing sophistication in theology and
ministry on gender questions requires disciplined attention to how gender itself has
been analyzed in anthropology, biology, psychoanalysis, and philosophy. Graham's
bright and clear work is a detailed and critical inquiry into these disciplines and their
profound import for our understanding of human culture and identity, as well as for
theology, church policy, and Christian practice.
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