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"Variably genial, cautionary, lyrical, admonitory, terrifying, horrifying and inspiring…A
lifetime of thought, travel, reading, imagination and memory inform this affecting
account."

—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

.

Blending history and anecdote, geography and reminiscence, science and exposition,
the New York Times bestselling author of Krakatoa tells the breathtaking saga of the
magnificent Atlantic Ocean, setting it against the backdrop of mankind's intellectual
evolution.

.

Until a thousand years ago, no humans ventured into the Atlantic or imagined
traversing its vast infinity. But once the first daring mariners successfully navigated to
far shores—whether it was the Vikings, the Irish, the Chinese, Christopher Columbus in
the north, or the Portuguese and the Spanish in the south—the Atlantic evolved in the
world's growing consciousness of itself as an enclosed body of water bounded by the
Americas to the West, and by Europe and Africa to the East. Atlantic is a biography of
this immense space, of a sea which has defined and determined so much about the
lives of the millions who live beside or near its tens of thousands of miles of coast.

.

The Atlantic has been central to the ambitions of explorers, scientists and warriors, and
it continues to affect our character, attitudes, and dreams. Poets to potentates, seers
to sailors, fishermen to foresters—all have a relationship with this great body of
blue-green sea and regard her as friend or foe, adversary or ally, depending on
circumstance or fortune. Simon Winchester chronicles that relationship, making the
Atlantic come vividly alive. Spanning from the earth's geological origins to the age of
exploration, World War II battles to modern pollution, his narrative is epic and
awe-inspiring.

.

The definitive biography of the world's most important body of water -- the Atlantic.
One hundred and ninety million years ago, the sh ifting of two of the world's tectonic
plates led to the creation of an immense chasm. This giant gash in the flanks of the
planet slowly opened up and eventually evolved into the most important and most
travelled ocean in our world. In this utterly original biography, Simon Winchester
explores the life of the Atlantic; it's birth, its relationship with mankind, and what lies in
store for it once man has left the stage. He charts the development of the first
settlements by the Oceanside -- the communities of Celts and Vikings and whose lives
depended on the sea -- and delves into the age of exploration, venturing to forgotten
worlds. The building of some of the world's most beautiful port cities -- London, Rio de
Janeiro, New York, Casablanca -- is also examined, along with the creation of
settlements and colonies in and around the sea. Completely unique and highly
readable, Atlantic takes its reader on a wonderful journey through time, along the
waves of our planet's most significant ocean.

.



【From Publishers Weekly】

.

Winchester, bestselling author of The Professor and the Madman, returns to the natural
world with his epic new book, a "biography" of the Atlantic Ocean, from its origins 370
million years ago through the population of its shores by humanity and their
interactions with it. He sees the Atlantic as the vital ingredient in the blooming of
Western civilization. He scrutinizes the early explorations from the Vikings and
Norsemen through Columbus, detailing the perils of the open sea. With his excellent
research and engrossing anecdotes about the ocean as "a living thing," Winchester
spotlights its inspiration on poets, painters, and writers in its majestic beauty. Although
he does not neglect the chief tragedies of the Atlantic, like the slave trade and the
maritime battles, Winchester occasionally flits beelike from scene to scene, and the
facts become lost in a blur. Maybe this is the price for such a monumental undertaking.
Nevertheless, Winchester's sea saga is necessary reading for those who want to
understand the planet better, even as, he notes, our waters are rapidly changing from
pollution, overfishing, and climate change. 44 b&w illus.; 4 maps. (Nov.) (c)
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【From Booklist】

.

Of all of Winchester’s amazingly educational and entertaining books, a list that
includes the best-selling The Map That Changed the World (2001) and Krakatoa (2003),
his latest one is perhaps the most unique and the most creative in its approach. It is
presented as a biography—of an ocean! It is as if he is telling the life story of the
Atlantic, and, indeed, as we learn from one of the most wondrous facts presented here,
oceans actually do have life spans—they have “their beginnings and their endings.”
The Atlantic, as we are told, was born 10 million years ago by the continental split
between Africa and South America, and its death will occur some 170 million years
from now. The geological history of this vast body of water is partnered with the
human story of habitation around it, and travel over it, because in Winchester’s view,
the Atlantic has functioned as the “inland sea of Western civilization.” His coverage
of aspects of human involvement with this ocean is lively and extensive, with topics
ranging from the Atlantic as represented in the arts to the effects of climate change and
overfishing and from immigration patterns to the use of the ocean’s waters for
warfare. HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Winchester’s latest is bound to follow his
previous books onto best-seller lists, and this one should be promoted as one of his
best.

--Brad Hooper

.

【Review】

.

“Winchester brings a knowledge as vast and deep as his subject to this history of the



Atlantic Ocean.”

--Entertainment Weekly

作者介绍: 

Simon Winchester studied geology at Oxford and has written for Condé Nast Traveler,
Smithsonian, and National Geographic. Simon Winchester's many books include The
Professor and the Madman ; The Map that Changed the World ; Krakatoa; and A Crack
in the Edge of the World. Each of these have both been New York Times bestsellers and
appeared on numerous best and notable lists. Mr. Winchester was made Officer of the
Order of the British Empire (OBE) by HM The Queen in 2006. He lives in Massachusetts
and in the Western Isles of Scotland.
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这书简直没法按标签归类。以大西洋为主题，地理历史人物事件都讲。
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