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In the private editorial office of the principal newspaper in a great colonial city two
men were talking. They were both young. The stouter of the two, fair, and with more of
an urban look about him, was the editor and part-owner of the important newspaper.
The other's name was Renouard. That he was exercised in his mind about something
was evident on his fine bronzed face. He was a lean, lounging, active man. The
journalist continued the conversation. "And so you were dining yesterday at old
Dunster's." He used the word old not in the endearing sense in which it is sometimes
applied to intimates, but as a matter of sober fact. The Dunster in question was old. He
had been an eminent colonial statesman, but had now retired from active politics after
a tour in Europe and a lengthy stay in England, during which he had had a very good
press indeed. The colony was proud of him.
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