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For days and days, nights and nights, I had dreamed of that first kiss which was to
consecrate our engagement, and I knew not on what spot I should put my lips. Not on
her forehead, that was accustomed to family caresses, nor on her light hair, which
mercenary hands had dressed, nor on her eyes, whose curling lashes looked like little
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wings, because that would have made me think of the farewell caress which closes the
eyelids of some dead woman whom one has adored, nor her lovely mouth, which I will
not, which I must not, possess until that divine moment when Elaine will at last belong
to me altogether and for always, but on that delicious little dimple which comes in one
of her cheeks when she is happy, when she smiles, and which excited me as much as
her voice did with languorous softness, on that evening when our flirtation began, at
the Souverettes...
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