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China has been growing at over ten per cent annually since 1978, but this has only
come to very widespread notice in the past decade. This received wisdom about China
has been largely of two types, both of which – more or less – understand China in the
context of neoliberalism. The more business- or business studies-oriented literature
seems to argue that if China does not adapt the rule of clear and distinct property and
contract law – in short, of Western institutions – its economy will stall. The second set
of voices is more clearly from the left, arguing that the Chinese economy, and city, is
neo-liberal. For them, China does not diverge widely from the Anglo-American model
that, from 2008, has brought the world economy to its knees.

China Constructing Capitalism takes issue with these analyses. The authors argue that
it is not Western neo-liberalism that is constructing the Chinese economy, but instead
that China is constructing its own version of capitalism. The two central theses of their
argument are:

economic life – neo-liberal economic life is individualized and disembedded, while the
China model is relational and situated

urban change – China has created a form of ‘local state capitalism’ which stands in
contrast to neoliberal versions of the city.

This book analyses China as a 'risk culture', examining among others Chinese firms and
political ties, property development, migrant urbanisms and share trading rooms. It
scrutinises the ever-present shadow of the risk-averse (yet uncertainty-creating) state.
China Constructing Capitalism is a must-read for social scientists, policy makers and
investors.
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其实看外国学者写中国研究的时候还是会觉得有点怪怪的♀本身对经济学这些不
是特别了解，所以觉得还比较适合作为介绍中国经济社会背景的背景调查书。
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