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"The Court Society invites us not only to consider the extraordmarf intellectual project
of [Norbert's] long career as a magnificent work-in-progress, but also to encounter his
distinctive way of approaching history in light of contemporary concerns, that is, to
discover with him the presence of the past." Canadian Journal of Sociology Online
March-April 2007 "Elias argues that the centralization of power in the hands of the king
resulted in a symbiotic relationship between the king and the court nobility. The
complex court etiquette and ceremony recognized the centrality of the king while
protectm%the elevated status of the nobility within the figuration against those who
might challenge it ... the editors have added annotations to the extant translations ...
Recommended." CHOICE, May 2007 "The enterprise of publishing the collected works
of Norbert Elias under the editorship of Richard Kilminster and Stephen Mennell by
University College Dublin Press is an extremely important contribution to the
contemporary intellectual and academic scene. Norbert Elias was one of the most
original minds in the human and social sciences in the 20th century - his work covers
not only a very broad range of sociological topics starting with his classical The
Civilising Process and later The Court Society, but also many topics ranging from
sociology of knowledge to sociology of sport and analysis of historical processes; the
broad philosophical problems, such as the idea of the place of the progress of
symbolic dimensions in social life. This is really a monumental enterprise, very
worthwhile and very constructive, presenting a great challenge to the contemporary
intellectual and academic scene - and UCD Press should be congratulated in
undertaking this enterprise." S. N. Eisenstadt Jerusalem, 24 July 2008 "Too easily the
editors and readers of Books Ireland take it as %iven that Irish publishers' books are
mostly about Ireland or by Irish writers. We wish it were not so because we think our
publishers are of world class, and a shining exception and exemplar is this series of
eighteen volumes of the life's work in English - some of his work was written in German
- of Elias (1897-1990) whose major theme was the theory of civilising processes -
Norbert is ver?/ interesting on the subject as well as on the dynamics of sports, social
(and especially male) bonding, violence and football hooliganism. These books are in
the very best tradition of desi%n, with acid-free paper, sewn bindings, cloth boards,
coloured endpapers, spine labels and acetate jackets."

TEENA:

NORBERT ELIAS (1897-1990) was one of the greatest sociologists of the twentieth
century. He studied with Alfred Weber in Mannheim and served as Karl Mannheim's
assistant in Frankfurt. On Hitler's cominFto power, he went into exile. His magnum
opus The Civilising Process received little attention when it was published in
Switzerland in 1939 and it was only after Elias's formal retirement in 1962 that most of
his other books and essays were published. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.
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