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Perry Miller was an American intellectual historian and Harvard University professor. He
was an authority on American Puritanism, and one of the founders of what came to be
known as 'American Studies'. Alfred Kazin once referred to him as "the master of
American intellectual history."

In his most famous book, The New England Mind: The Seventeenth Century (1939),

Miller adopted a cultural approach to illuminate the worldview of the Puritans, unlike

Brevious historians who employed psychological and economic explanations of their
eliefs and behavior.

At Harvard, he directed numerous PhD dissertations; among his most notable students
were historians Bernard Bailyn and Edmund Morgan. Margaret Atwood dedicated her

famouabookThe Handmaid's Tale to Perry Miller. He had been a mentor to her at
Harvard.
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