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The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) was set up jointly by the World
Meteorological Organization and the United Nations Environment Programme to
provide an authoritative international statement of scientific understanding of climate
change. The IPCC’ s periodic assessments of the causes, impacts and possible
response strategies to climate change are

the most comprehensive and up-to-date reports available on the subject, and form the
standard reference for all concerned with climate change in academia, government
and industry worldwide. This Synthesis Report is the fourth element of the IPCC Fourth
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