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"Exhaustively detailed yet eminently readable, this is an important book." Publishers
Weekly , starred review "Cassidy does not so much exculpate Heisenberg as explain
him, with a transparency that makes this biography a pleasure to read." Los Angeles
Times "Well crafted and readable . . . [Cassidy] provides a nuanced and compelling
account of Heisenberg's life." The Harvard Book Review In 1992, David C. Cassidy’s
groundbreaking biography of Werner Heisenberg, Uncertainty , was published to
resounding acclaim from scholars and critics. Michael Frayn, in the Playbill of the
Broadway production of Copenhagen , referred to it as one of his main sources and
“the standard work in English.” Richard Rhodes ( The Making of the Atom Bomb )
called it “the definitive biography of a great and tragic physicist,” and the Los
Angeles Times praised it as “an important book. Cassidy has sifted the record and
brilliantly detailed Heisenberg’s actions.” No book that has appeared since has
rivaled Uncertainty , now out of print, for its depth and rich detail of the life, times, and
science of this brilliant and controversial figure of twentieth-century physics. Since the
fall of the Soviet Union, long-suppressed information has emerged on Heisenberg’s
role in the Nazi atomic bomb project. In Beyond Uncertainty , Cassidy interprets this
and other previously unknown material within the context of his vast research and
tackles the vexing questions of a scientist’s personal responsibility and guilt when
serving an abhorrent military regime. David C. Cassidy is the author of J. Robert
Oppenheimer and the American Century , Einstein and Our World , and Uncertainty .
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评论

靠上班摸鱼终于看完了。20世纪上半叶的科学史比小说还要精彩。“知识就是力量”就
是在这个时期真正成为了现实。纯粹由好奇心驱动的、高度理论化的对物质结构的探究
，在短短30年里，竟然催生出在政治、军事和社会方面都有极大影响的“实用技术”。
而这个过程，又和两次世界大战、现代极权主义的产生同步。这段历史的全部戏剧性、
英雄主义和人性幽微，可能就集中体现在两个人身上：海森堡和奥本海默。海森堡的这
本传记，我觉得可以说是科学家传记的典范，社会环境、智识传统和科学发现都梳理得
很清楚，争议话题上落笔审慎。看完之后最粗浅的印象是，海森堡在纳粹时期的作为或
许不应苛责，但C.F.魏茨泽克可实在是太不要脸了。
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