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In the summer of 1942, more than two thousand Jewish children were interned in a
concentration camp in Pithiviers, in the Loiret region of France. From this shameful
chapter of history, Sheila Kohler weaves an extraordinary and compelling novel first
published in 2001 and now appearing in paperback for the first time. 

In Children of Pithiviers , a pair of young sisters escape deportation and find shelter
with a local aristocratic couple known to all as Madame and Monsieur. Seventeen
years later, a beautiful young Sorbonne student arrives to spend the summer as a
"paying guest" of Madame and Monsieur, whose fortunes have diminished
considerably since the war. Eighteen-year-old Deirdre discovers a diary kept by the two
Jewish girls. In doing so, she not only learns their fate, but reawakens old suspicions,
and old appetites on the estate.
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