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With the exception of the occasional local case study, music-hall history has until now
been presented as the history of the London halls. This book attempts to redress the
balance by setting music-hall history within a national perspective. Kift argues that
before the 1890s the halls catered to a predominantly working-class and lower
middle-class audience of both sexes and all ages and that they were instrumental in

iving these classes a strong and self-confident identity. The halls' ability to sustain a

istinct class-awareness was one of their greatest strengths - but this factor was also at
the root of many of the controversies which surrounded them. These controversies are
at the centre of the book and Kift treats them as test cases for vertical and horizontal
socl.ia.l relations which provide fresh insights into nineteenth-century British society and
politics.
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