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ls America unique? One of our major political analysts explores the deeply held but
often inarticulated beliefs that shape the American creed.

"American values are quite complex," writes Seymour Martin Lipset, "particularly
because of paradoxes within our culture that permit pernicious and beneficial social
phenomena to arise simultaneously from the same basic beliefs."

Born out of revolution, the United States has always considered itself an exceptional
country of citizens unified by an allegiance to a common set of ideals, individualism,
anti-statism, populism, and ec?alitariamsm. This ideology, Professor Lipset observes,
defines the limits of political debate in the United States and shapes our society.

American Exceptionalism explains why socialism has never taken hold in the United
States, why Americans are resistant to absolute quotas as a way to integrate blacks
and other minorities, and why American religion and foreign policy have a moralistic,
crusading streak.
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Seymour Martin Lipset (March 18, 1922-December 31, 2006) was an American political
sociologist, senior fellow at the Hoover Institution, and the Hazel Professor of Public
Policy at George Mason University. His major work was in the fields of political
sociology, trade union or%amzation, social stratification, public opinion, and the
sociology of intellectual life. He also wrote extensively about the conditions for
democracy in comparative perspective.
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