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WIDER Studies in Development Economics The World Institute for Development
Economics Research, established in 1984, started work in Helsinki in 1985, with the
financial support of the Government of Finland. The principal purpose of the Institute
is to help identify and meet the need for policy-oriented socio-economic research on
pressing global and development problems and their inter-relationships. WIDER's
research projects are grouped into three main themes: hunger and poverty; money,
finance, and trade; and development and technological transformation. BL Sen is an
internationally renowned, prizewinning economist This volume is the first of three
addressing a wide range of policy issues relating to the role of public action in
combating{g hunger and deprivation in the modern world. It deals with the background
nutritional, economic, social, and political aspects of the problem of world hunger.
Topics covered include the characteristics and causal antecedents of famines and
endemic deprivation, the interconnections between economic and political factors,
the role of social relations and the family, the special problems of women's
deprivation, the connection between food consumﬁtion and otherindicators of living
standards, and the medical aspects of undernourishnment and its consequences.
Several contributions also address the political background of public policy, in
particular the connection between the government and the public, including the role
of newspapers and the media, and the part played by political commitment and by
adversarial politics and pressures. Taken together, these essays provide a
comprehensive and authoritative analysis of the problem of hunger and deprivation,
and an important guide for action.
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