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The focus, in common with other such texts, is on political economy. Economics arose
in response to questions of political interest about national economy; and though
economics has since found other applications as well, its vitality and development
continue to stem from this central concern. The causes and effects of the way society
organizes and regulates its economy-and the resulting debates over instability,
inequality, joblessness, inflation, organizational incentives, and the rest-are main stuff
of economics from here to China.
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