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Touching and wonderfully funny, In Custody is woven around the yearnings and

calamities of a small town scholar in the north of India. An impoverished college

lecturer, Deven, sees a way to escape from the meanness of his daily life when he is

?jsked to interview India” s greatest Urdu poet, Nur — a project that'can only end in
isaster.

TEENE:

Anita Desai was born in 1937. Her published works include adult novels, children's
books and short stories. Sh e is a member of the Advisory Board for English of the
National Academy of Letters in Delhi and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature in
London. Anita Mazumdar Desai is an Indian novelist and Emeritus John E. Burchard
Professor of Humanities at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. She has been
shortlisted for the Booker prize three times. Her daughter, the author Kiran Desai, is the
winner of the 2006 Booker prize.
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