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1916. Charles Alden Seltzer was one of the most successful and prolific Western writers
of his day. His books are now lauded for their authenticity, and were widely reprinted
and translated during his lifetime, and for several decades after. A number of his novels
were adapted for the screen beginning in the silent-film era. The Range Boss begins:
Getting up the shoulder of the mesa was no easy job, but judging from the actions and
appearance of wiry pony and rider it was a job that would be accomplished. For part of
the distance, it is true, the man thought it best to dismount, drive the pony ahead of
him, and follow on foot. At length, however, they reached the top of the mesa, and
after a breathing spell the man mounted and rode across the tableland.
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