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High school junior Marlee McAllister lives and breathes softball. She's the pitcher for
the Clarksonville Cougars in the North Country of upstate New York. With the season
opener approaching, Marlee and her best friend, Jeri D'Amico, go to scout their rivals,
the East Valley Panthers. The Panthers star pitcher, Christy Loveland, took the All
County pitching title the preceding year. It is a title Marlee covets. Marlee and Jeri settle
in for the game but as the Panthers take the field, Marlee finds herself staring at Susie
Torres, the Panther left fielder. For reasons Marlee doesn't understand, she's drawn to
Susie. Qver the course of the next few weeks, Marlee and Susie will slowly act on their
mutual attraction. But suddenly Susie pulls away without explanation and Marlee
realizes it has to do with Christy. Susie won't explain the bond she and Christy share
but whatever it is threatens Marlee's burgeoning relationship with Susie. StrugEglmgto
maintain her grades, dealing with the ever-increasing estrangement from her best
friend Jeri, and handling the pressures of the All County Pitching competition, Marlee
also has to confront the bittersweet realities of what it might mean to be gay.
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