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In The Last of the Barons the aim has been to illustrate the actual history of the period;
and to bring into fuller display than general history itself has done, the characters of
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the principal personages of the time - the motives by which they were probably
actuated, the state of parties, the condition of the people, and the %reat social interests
¥vhich were involved in what, regarded imperfectly, appear but the feuds of rival
actions.
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