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In her old age, Nell Golightly receives a strange letter. A Tahitian woman, claiming to be
the daughter of the poet Rupert Brooke, writes to ask her to describe him. And to
explain why all of England remembered him. Turning her mind to the summer of 1909,
Nell relives her first encounter with the young poet. She was sixteen, the new
housemaid at the Orchard Tea Rooms in Grantchester, and he was the new tenant.
Nell soon realizes that everyone he meets falls in love with him, while he remains
flippant and flirtatious and, apparently, loves no one but himself. Worst of all, despite
her good sense, even she seems to be falling under his spell...
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