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When the Portuguese made the first European contact with the west African kingdom
of Benin in the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries, the kingdom was
experiencing a golden age. Its authority on the Guinea Coast was expanding through
military conquests, and during the sixteenth century it became a leading power in the
region and a major trade partner for European merchants. Benin remained an
influential independent state and a major political and economic power on the coast,
though with periods of both decline and prosperity, until its conquest by the British in
1897. The arrival in Europe of the treasures from Benin produced an enormous
sensation, causing a re-evaluation of and new appreciation for African art. This
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sumptuous photographic book showcases a series of specially taken photographs of
key pieces in the British Museum's collection. It opens with an introduction to the
kingdom, court and culture of Benin, which is followed by thematic sections including
kingship, ceremony, women, Europeans, and animals. Throughout, stunning
photographs of the works are featured alongside close-up details.
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标签

评论

绝对冷门的贝宁艺术，展现了大英博物馆收藏的15-16世纪贝宁王国时期的雕刻，无论
是造型还是精美程度都令人眼前一亮，这本书的印刷特别精致，即使亲临也无法看到如
此精美的细节。同时，大英博物馆的读物总是完美工整，就像一个一丝不苟的优等生的
满分作业，虽然内容中规中矩，但又无可挑剔，是我的最爱。
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