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A remarkable story of survival for almost three hundred Jews who live to recount the
brutalities of a Nazi work camp.

In 1972 the Hamburg State Court acquitted Walter Becker, the German chief of police
in the Polish city of Starachowice, of war crimes committed against Jews. Thirty years
before, Becker had been responsible for quuidatm%the nearby Jewishghetto, sending
nearly 4,000 Jews to their deaths at Treblinka and 1,600 to slave-labor factories. The
shocking acquittal, delivered despite the incriminating eyewitness testimony of
survivors, drives this author’ s inquiry.

Drawing on the rich testimony of survivors of the Starachowice slave-labor camps,
Christopher R. Browning examines the experiences and survival strategies of the
Jewish prisoners and the policies and personnel of the Nazi guard. From the killings in
the market square in 1942 through the succession of brutal camp regimes, there are
stories of heroism, of corruption and retribution, of desperate choices forced on
husbands and wives, parents and children. In the end, the ties of family and neighbor
are the sinews of survival.
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Christopher R. Browning is the Frank Porter Graham Professor of History at the
University of North Carolina and the author of Ordinary Men, Remembering Survival
and other works of Holocaust history. He lives in Chapel Hill.
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Christopher Browning's Remembering Survival is definitely not the easiest book to
read, because it really lacks a central idea. It is told through survivor testimonies, which
perhaps isn't the most historically ideal way to tell history, but the only way in...
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