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When this story first appeared, the writer received letters of two kinds, one asking a
question and the other making a statement. The question was, whether there was any
foundation of truth in the story; the statement challenged him to say that there was.
The letters seemed to show that a large proportion of readers prefer their dose of
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fiction with a sweetening of fact, This is written to furnish that condiment, and to
answer the question and the statement...
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