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The new book from the acclaimed author of The Crossing Place and The Bronski
House. In Moscow, a man points on a map to the place where he was born. He is a
Doukhobor, a 'spirit-wrestler', a member of a group of radical Russian sectarians. He is
pointing to a village beyond the southern steppe, at the far south of the old Russian
empire: 'I was born here,' he says. 'On the edge of the world.' So begins Philip
Marsden's Russian journey -- perhaps the most penetrating account of Russian life
since the Soviet Union's collapse made travel possible again. In villages unseen by
outsiders since before the revolution, he encounters men and women of fabulous
courage, larger than life, dazed by the century's turbulence. By turns wise, devout,
comic, they seem to have stepped straight from the pages of Turgenev, Gogol and
Babel. Marsden meets such figures as the Yezidi Sheikh of Sheikhs, an exiled Georgian
prince and a cast of passionate scholars, stooping survivors of the gulags, strutting
Cossacks and extreme, isolated sects of Milk-Drinkers and Spirit-Wrestlers. The
Spirit-Wrestlers peels away the grey facade of post-Soviet Russia and reveals a people
as committed as ever to answering that great Tolstoyan question: how a man should
live. Even more than in The Bronski House and The Crossing Place, Philip Marsden
shows that behind the horrors of the Soviet years the human spirit remained
triumphant. In so doing, he shows himself to be one of the most exciting and original
travel writers of his generation.
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作者簡介

菲利普‧馬斯登Philip Marsden

被譽為英國旅行文學界的優秀作家。著作有：《遙遠的國度：衣索比亞之旅》(A Far
Country: Travels in Ethiopia) 、《尋找聖靈戰士：俄羅斯東正教倖存史》(The
Spirits-Wrestler And Other Survivors of the Russian
Century)，及1994年獲得英國「毛姆獎」的《交會的所在：追尋亞美尼亞人的蹤跡》
(The Crossing Place: A Journey among the Armenians)、小說《布朗司基宅》 (Bronski
House) 等書。現居住於英格蘭西南部的康瓦耳郡 (Cornwall)。

相關著作:《交會的所在：追尋亞美尼亞人的蹤跡(新版)》

譯者簡介

鄭明華

一九五八年生，輔仁大學英文系畢業。曾任職華視〈海棠風情〉節目企畫、採訪及總撰
稿，以及《大地地理》雜誌資深撰述、總編輯。著作有小說《私奔》。譯作：《再會，
西貢》、《西班牙》等。

相關著作:《交會的所在：追尋亞美尼亞人的蹤跡(新版)》《葉門》
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