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He approached, and perceived the Gothic remains of an abbey: it stood on a kind of
rude lawn, overshadowed by high and spreading trees, which seemed coeval with the
building, and diffused a romantic gloom around. The greater part of the pile appeared
to be sinking into ruins, and that, which had withstood the ravages of time, shewed the
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remaining features of the fabric more awful in decay. The lofty battlements, thickly
enwreathed with ivy, were half demolished, and become the residence of birds of prey.
Huge fragments of the eastern tower, which was almost demolished, lay scattered
amid the high grass, that waved slowly to the breeze.
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