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Professor Nussbaum is the Ernst Freund Distinguished Service Professor of Law and
Fthics, appointed in the Philosophy Department, Law School, and Divinity School. She
is an Associate in the Classics Department and the Political Science Department, a
Member of the Committee on Southern Asian Studies, and a Board Member of the
Human Rights Program. She is the founder and Coordinator of the Center for
Comparative Constitutionalism.

Martha Nussbaum received her BA from NYU and her MA and PhD from Harvard. She
has taught at Harvard, Brown, and Oxford Universities. From 1986 to 1993, Ms.
Nussbaum was a research advisor at the World Institute for Development Economics
Research, Helsinki, a part of the United Nations University. She has chaired the
Committee on International Cooperation and the Committee on the Status of Women
of the American Philosophical Association, and currently chairs its new Committee for
Public Philosophy. She has been a member of the Association's National Board. In
1999-2000 she was one of the three Presidents of the Association, delivering the
Presidential Address in the Central Division. Ms. Nussbaum has been a member of the
Council of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and a member of the Board of
the American Council of Learned Societies. She received the Brandeis Creative Arts
Award in Non-Fiction for 1990, and the PEN Spielvogel-Diamondstein Award for the
best collection of essays in 1991; Cultivating Humanity won the Ness Book Award of
the Association of American Colleges and Universities in 1998, and the Grawemeyer
Award in Education in 2002. Sex and Social Justice won the book award of the North
American Society for Social Philosophg in 2000. Hiding From Humanity won the
Association of American University Publishers Professional and Scholarl* Book Award
for Law in 2004. She has received honorary degrees from thirty-seven colleges and
universities in the U. S., Canada, Asia, and Europe, including Grinnell College, Williams
College, The College of William and Mary, The University of St. Andrews (Scotland), the
University of Edinburgh (Scotland), Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (Belgium), the
University of Toronto, the Ecole Normale Supérieure (Paris), the New School University,
the University of Haifa, Ohio State University, and Georgetown University. She received
the Grawemeyer Award in Education in 2002, the Barnard College Medal of Distinction
in 2003, the Radcliffe Alumnae Recognition Award in 2007, and the Centennial Medal of
the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences at Harvard University in 2010. She is an
Academician in the Academy of Finland. In 2009 she won the A.SK award from the
German Social Science Research Council for (WZB) for her contributions to "social
system reform," and the American Philosophical Society's Henry M. Phillips Prize in
Jurisprudence.

TEENA:

In this short and powerful book, celebrated philosopher Martha Nussbaum makes a
passionate case for the importance of the liberal arts at all levels of education.

Historically, the humanities have been central to education because they have rightly
been seen as essential for creating competent democratic citizens. But recently,
Nussbaum argues, thinking about the aims of education has gone disturbingly awry
both in the United States and abroad. Anxiously focused on national economic growth,
we increasingly treat education as though its primary goal were to teach students to be
economically productive rather than to think critically and become knowledgeable
and empathetic citizens. This shortsighted focus on profitable skills has eroded our
abi\ig to criticize authority, reduced our sympathy with the mar%malized and different,
and damaged our competence to deal with comCJDIex global problems. And the loss of

these basic capacities jeopardizes the health of democracies and the hope of a decent



world.

In response to this dire situation, Nussbaum argues that we must resist efforts to
reduce education to a tool of the gross national product. Rather, we must work to
reconnect education to the humanities in order to give students the capacity to be true
democratic citizens of their countries and the vvorl§

Drawing on the stories of troubling--and hopeful--educational developments from
around the world, Nussbaum offers a manifesto that should be a rallying cry for
anyone who cares about the deepest purposes of education.
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really disappointing for someone of her stature. Highly polemical and (therefore) highly
simple-minded - and it reads like policy-oriented propaganda.
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