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This book looks at specific instances in the Renaissance, Enlightenment and our own
time when architectural ideas and ideas of biological life come into close proximity
with each other. These convergences are fascinating and complex, offering new
insights into architecture and its role. Establishing architecture as a product of the
ascendancy of the position of human life, the author shows here that while
architecture is dependent on life forces for its existence, at the same time it must be, at
some level, indifferent to the life within it. Life, for its part, privileges itself above all else,
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and seeks to continuously expand its field of expression. This, then, is the asymmetrical
condition, and to understand it is to gain important new theoretical perspectives into
the nature of architecture.
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Catherine Ingraham is Professor of Architecture at Pratt Institute. She is the author of
Architecture and the Burdens of Linearit% (Yale University Press, 1998), co-editor of
Restructuring Architectural Theory (Northwestern University Press, 1989), and was an
editor of the critical journal Assemblage from 1991-1998.
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