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The disciﬁlme of Sinology, as it has been developed in the West, is rooted in philology.
Despite the variety of new scholarly fashions and aﬁproaches to the study of
premodern China that have arisen during the past half-century, the careful
examination of texts remains fundamental for all serious Sinological work. In this we
are beholden to those European, and latterly, American, scholars who, over several
generations, painstakingl{y established the standards for such work. But no
comprehensive history of the field has heretofore been published in a Western
language. Now Professor Honey offers just such a history of Sinology, spanning its
beginnings in the first efforts of seventeenth-century Jesuit missionaries to the growing
disciplinary fragmentation of the field in the second half of the twentieth century.
Honey gives his most thorough attention to the major figures of French, German,
Dutch, British, and American Sinology from approximately 1800 to 1980, with extensive
discussion of their most significant works and individual techniques. This is a book of
special importance for every student of China who cares about the history of the field.
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Dr. Honey is a Professor of Chinese. A 1980 graduate of UCLA in Oriental Languages, he
received his M.A. (1984) and Ph.D degrees (1988) in Classical Chinese from the
University of California, Berkeley. He has taught summers at Middlebury College in
Vermont and was a Visiting Professor of Chinese at Tunghai University in Taichung,
Taiwan.He has also taught at Nanjing University. His research interests include
classical scholarship, the history of sinology, poetry, and Cantonese literati. His book
on the history of sinology, entitled Incense at the Altar: Pioneering Sinologists and the
Development of Classical Chinese Philology, was published by the American Oriental
Society in 2001. In 2009 he presented an invited lecture at the Palace Museum
(Forbidden Clty) in Beijing entitled “A foreign scholar looks at Chinese culture:
Harmony as a key concept.” It was published by a research institute based at the
Palace Museum. In 2011 he was invited to present a paper at Fu Jen University, Taipei,
on the intellectual back%round to the European reception of knowledge concerning
China over the 16th, 17th, and 18th centuries; it was published in a bilingual edition by
Fu Jen University in 2011. He was commissioned by the East Normal University Press of
Shanghai to write a history of classical scholarship'in the West, centering on homeric
scholarship over the ages; this work, composed in Chinese, was published in 2012. A
lengthy book manuscript in English is being published by the Chinese University of
Hong Kong Press; it is entitled <em=>The Southern Garden Poetry Society: Social
I\/Iemom{ and Literati Culture in Guangdong; it will be out in early 2013. Dr. Honey is
currently engaged in a longterm project on the history of classical scholarship in China.
Volume Oneis now completed, and treats Confucius, the formation of the classics, and
Confucius’ disciples. Volume Two will focus on the formation of scholarly lineages
during the Western Han dynasty and the development of philology in the Eastern Han.
In 2013 Dr. Honey will conduct the Fall Study Abroad program in Nanjing, PRC. Dr.
Honey is a poet in classical Chinese. His 80 line poem in the ancient ballad style treats
the history of the Palace Museum during the late Qing period. It has been published by
the Palace Museum.
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