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Alice stood still in perplexed wonder. What did he mean? He had resumed the reading
of his newspaper, as if he did not expect any answer; so she found silence her safest
course, and went on quietly arranging his breakfast, without another word passing
between them. Just as he was leaving the house, to go to the warehouse as usual, he
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turned back and put his head into the bright, neat, tidy kitchen, where all the women
breakfasted in the morning.
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