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It was Thomas Jefferson who envisioned the United States as a great 'empire of
liberty.' In the first new one-volume history in two decades, David Reynolds takes
Jefferson's phrase as a key to the saga of America - helping unlock both its grandeur
and its paradoxes. He examines how the anti-empire of 1776 became the greatest
superpower the world has seen, how the country that offered liberty and opportunity
on a scale unmatched in Europe nevertheless founded its prosperity on the labour of
black slaves and the dispossession of the Native Americans. He explains how these
tensions between empire and liberty have often been resolved by faith - both the
evangelical Protestantism that has energized U.S. politics since the foundation of the
nation and the larger faith in American righteousness that has impelled the country's
expansion. Reynolds' account is driven by a compelling argument which illuminates
our contemporary world.
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评论

“Empire, liberty, and faith: here are three big themes that reverberate throughout
U.S.history, each full of contradictions. Exploring them, teasing out those
contradictions, is the task of this book.”
对于想了解美国历史的普通读者而言，这本书足够了，作者笔触简洁明了，生动幽默，
如同描述生活一般道来，愉悦的阅读体验。
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