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For Hong Kong people, Sir David is best known for his acquaintances with numerous
celebrities. Fragments of his colourful life with these amazing people can be found in
the book. In hisown words, “Lord Denning, when he was Master of the Rolls, put me
in utter awe when | saw him in court; Richter playing Rachmaninoff reducing meto
tears (again); smoking a cigar with Fidel Castro; having dinner with just Steven
Spielberg, Tom Hanks, Tom Cruise and Nicole Kidman, with Chris de Burgh playing
"Lady in Red" afterwards; taking Princess Margaret shopping in the Chinese Emporium;
watching Don Giovanni on New Year’ s Day at La Scala with Isaiah Berlin; talking
about the war with Freddie Ayer and Roald Dahl who slept together in the basement of
the Dorchester Hotel; going on to the roof-top, shoeless with Princess Diana, of St
Marco’ sinVenice; vvatchm% Mick Jagger perform with Bill Clinton off-stage; being at
the Queen Mother” s 100th birthday party; and sunbathing with Kate Moss!”
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Having travelled all around the world, he can always give witty, sarcastic, yet thoughtful
comments to various cultures and countries: “Maybe the most persuasive reason why
America does not get things right is because they are incredibly insular. Only about
10% of the entirecﬁopulation of 280 million people have passports, and even fewer
have gone abroad. Remember when President W. Bush became President, he had only
been to Mexico for one day and nowhere else in the world.”

But this collection of his newspaper and magazine articles also has its serious side. As
a knight educated in the UK, he has profound understanding about the English culture
— “when oneis speaking in English, there is no logic in using non-English words” | so
he always prefers “Peking’ to “Beijing” . But what stands out in the book is his
passion for the Chinese counterpart. Bein% the founder of China Club, Shan%hai Tang
and China Tangin London, he voices out his grave concerns for the future of local

C%Lture: “the factis that there ain” t much Hong Kong cultural achievements to speak
of,

Get to know a Chink in Armour in this book.
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David Tang was born in Hong Kong as a fourth generation of Cantonese refugees. In a
Buddhist family, he was however baptized in order to attend the local Catholic school
La Salle. He was then sent off to boarding school in England. He read Philosophy at
university and went to Law College. In 1983-84, he taught at Peking University.

He is passionate about Chinese and is the founder of China Club in Hong Kong, Peking
and Singapore; and Shanghai Tang, and recently, China Tangin London.

His other businesses have involved oil exploration, gold mining, cigars, and
advisorships to multi-nationals and international brands.

He seems to have lived mostly on British Airways between London and Hong Kong, but
since becomin%% years old in 2004, chooses to stay at home in Hong Kong as much
as possible with his family and 4 dogs, playing the piano, completing the daily cryptic
crossword, and reading voraciously.
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